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child widows of their respective towns. There is no doubt
however, that a great deal of tact and exemplary self-
restraint will have to be exercised by these bands of mercy.
The slightest impatience or violence on their part will cause
revulsion against them and frustrate the very object they
have in view.
Young India, l-9-'27
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A DOUBLE SIN
A correspondent, who sends his name for my infor-
mation but adopts the pseudonym of ' A Bachelor', writes,
with reference to my article ' Is It Marriage ? ' published
some time ago, a long letter which I abridge as follows :
" I have read with interest the article in your paper of the
1st inst. under the heading: * Is It Marriage ?' Though the names
of the parties are omitted, it is an open secret to the Gaud Sarasvat
Brahmins from Karwar. As a member of the community in which
the marriage in question took place I wish to place before the
public and the Gaud Sarasvat Brahmins throughout India in parti-
cular the following few lines for their careful consideration.
" It is no doubt a disgrace for a man to buy a girl. But there
is another custom among us which is equally bad, for a father
among us is obliged to buy a husband for his daughter and the
amount received by the husband is called dowry. It is not settled
to suit the purse of the parents of girls, but it would be according
to the hereditary income of the would-be husband or it sometimes
depends upon the education he has received. The more a man is
educated, the higher the degrees he has received, the more is the
worth in the matrimonial market.
" A few months back the marriage took place in Bombay of a
well-educated gentleman who is a high Government official, and it
is said that a dowry of nearly Rs 20,000 was presented to him. It is
really a pity that the people who receive higher education are
going lower and lower by resorting to the very practices they are
expected to put down."
I have before me another letter on the subject from a
member of the same community. It appears that those
who wish to buy wives go to Goa in search, for it is there
that poor Sarasvat Brahmins are to be found who are not